WASHINGTON. D.C 

T he FBI's undercover 
"sting" operation re- 
cently caught on tape 
an assortment of con- 
niving Congressmen 
and lesser politicos 
with itchy fingers. But the most startling 
catch of all was a 70-year-old grand- 
father from a quiet New Orleans 
suburb. He was identified as Carlos 
Marcello, sometimes called "The Little 
Man" because of his 5-foot-2 height. It 
is not a nickname that is used in his 
presence. "Oh, no," one of his 
associates assured me. "Everyone calls 
him 'Mister Marcello.' " For he is the 
biggest little man in organised crime. 

For years, the FBI had been 
thwarted in attempts to plant wire- 
taps or develop informants near 
Marcello. Except for a 1968 assault 
charge for slugging an FBI agent two 
years earlier, the bureau had been 
unable to make a case against him. 

Then a shady, twice-convicted 
businessman named Joe Hauser, who 
had dealt with Marcello and gained 
his trust, agreed to set up the mobster 
for the FBI in return for a reduced 
prison term. Marcello was recorded 
on hidden microphones arranging to 
bribe Louisiana officials in an attempt 
to swing a state insurance deal with a 
rake-off of millions. Now indicted, he 
has pleaded innocent and awaits trial. 

It should be one of the most memor- 
able court dramas of our time, for 
Justice Department files portray Mar- 
cello as the brutal boss of a $2 billion 
criminal empire that underlies Louisi- 
ana and penetrates deep into the heart 
of Texas. Among the godfathers who 
direct organised crime in America, 
Marcello is the elder statesman whose 
advice is sought and heeded. His 
operation has been described as the 
most lucrative in the crime business. 

Yet he has been so skillful at veiling 
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his activities that even his origins are a 
mystery. Organized crime specialists 
believe— but they're not really sure— 
that he was .bom on Feb. 6, 1910, as 
Calogero Minacore of Sicilian parents 
in Tunisia North Africa, and was 
brought to New Orleans as an infant. 
Thereafter, his private life has been 
shadowy and his dealings secretive. 

Still, after months of investigation, I 
have been able to piece together an 
intimate portrait of the nation's No. 1 
mobster. He declined, of course, to be 
interviewed. But here is a profile. 

He is moon-faced and barrel- 
chested, his massive bulk too big for 
his short stature. He disdains th$ 
gaudy clothes and flashy jewelry one 
associates with mobsters. He has a 
rumpled look, his paunchy frame de- 
fying the tailor's art. 

The years have thinned his hair and 
softened his features. Still, there is a 
wariness of eye, a slight twist to his 
nose, a tight-lipped mouth which be- 
lie his grandfatherly image and remind 
visitors of his violent past Intimates 
say the face, with its pleasant crinkles, 
can freeze in a way that will chill the 
blood of anyone who crosses him. 

There is nothing ostentatious about 
"The Little Man." He lives quietly with 
his wife Jacquelyn in a comfortable 
but not extravagant three-bedroom 
house at 3908 Clifford Drive in the 
New Orleans suburb of Metairie. 


Remarkably, it is located on an ex- 
posed corner lot, easily accessible to 
passersby. No high stonewalls or elec- 
trified fences surround the premises. 
No security alarms, watchdogs or 
armed guards protect the property. 

He is usually out of bed early. After 
breakfast— prepared by his confidant, 
cook and aide, Donald Stone— he 
may pause to listen to the early news 
on radio before driving himself, unac- 
companied, to the office in either a 
Lincoln or a Cadillac. 

The headquarters of his multibil- 
lion-dollar domain is a modest, five- 
room office near a shopping complex 
The outer rooms resemble a real 
estate office, with maps of his proper- 
ties on display. 

Not shown are the thousands of 
additional acres and scores of enter- 
prises concealed in the names of his 
six younger brothers. Hidden even 
deeper are the illegal operations— 
gambling, prostitution, narcotics and 
other criminal undertakings, with an 
estimated rake-off of 52 billion a year 
—that Marcello allegedly oversees. 

For lunch, Marcello usually drops 
by the restaurant next door, where 
some of his brothers may join him. He 
favors spicy Louisiana seafood dishes 
despite chronic bouts of gout but 
limits his drinking to a bottle of beer or 
a glass of wine. 

Occasionally, he will entertain lun- 


cheon guests at his 5000-acre Chur- 
chill Farms plantation in the bayou 
country outside New Orleans. The se- 
cluded mansion there has also served 
as the scene of secretive underworld 
dealings, according fo informants. 

Sometimes Marcello will stay in 
town for dinner at one of the four or 
five New Orleans restaurants he owns. 
But most often he makes his way 
home around 5:30 p.m. for a meal 
cooked by his wife. He is usually in 
bed by 10 p.m. 

The Marcellos seldom entertain, ex- 
cept for family affairs. His brothers 
are his only intimate friends. By all ac- 
counts, he is a good husband to Jac- 
quelyn, who is described as an all-in- 
the-family, churchgoing mother of 
their four children— loseph, Louise, 
Florence and Jacquelyn. But the old 
godfather's favorite companions are 
his grandchildren. Several years ago, 
he took all 11 to Washington to tour 
the capital while he dealt with his 
perennial immigration problem. 

But this doting grandfather, accord- 
ing to sworn testimony before the 
New Orleans Crime Commission, has 
corrupted "public officials at every 
level, including police, sheriffs, 
justices of the peace, prosecutors, 
mayors, governors, judges, council- 
men, licensing authorities, state legis- 
lators and at least one member of 
Congress." When Marcello was con- 


LOUISIANA: Carlo* Marcello Family^, 
Carlos Marcello— boss 
Joseph Marcello— underboss 

-*• CHICAGO: "The Outfit” - 


Joseph "The Doves" Aiuppa— boss 
Anthony "Big Tuna" Accardo— underboss 
John "Jackie the Lackie" Cerone— undemoss. 


• DETROtT: Joseph Zerrffli Family 
(leadership presently unknown) 

CLEVELAND: John Scalish Family 
James "Jack" Ucavoli— boss 


KANSAS CITY. MO.: Nicholas Civetla Family ■ 
Nick Civella— boss 
Carl "Cork" Civella— underboss 
Carl “Tuffy” Deluna— underboss 
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HIGHEST AUTHORITY IN CRIME, 

CREATED TO KEEP 
PEACE BETWEEN THE MOBS. 




ST. LOUIS Crime Group 
Anthony Giordano— boss 
John Vitale— underboss 

SAN JOSE, CAL., Crime Group — J 
Angelo Marino— boss 

LOS ANGELES Crime Group - 
Louis Dragna-boss 

TAMPA, FLA.: Santo Trafficante Family' 
Santo Trafficante— boss 


NEW JERSEY: 

Samuel DeCavalcante FamSy 

Sam "The Plumber" 

Rizzo DeCavalcante— boss 
PITTSBURGH: 


John Sebastian Laflocca Family 
John LaRocca— boss (seml-retired) 
Jo-Jo Pecora— acting boss 

• PHILADELPHIA: Angelo Bruno Family 

Philip Charles Testa— boss 


-★•NEW YORK CITY: 

Carlo Gambino Family 
Aniello Dellacroce— boss 
Paul Castellano— boss 


• NEW ENGLAND: J 
Raymond Patriarca Family 
Raymond Patriarca— boss 
Anthony Zannino— underboss 

* NORTHEAST PENNSYLVANIA- 
NEW YORK STATE: 

Russell Bufalino Family 
Russell Bufalino— boss 

• BUFFALO, N.Y.: Stefano Magaddino Family 
Fred Randaccio— boss 
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* Marcello Iras mere prestige. Independence and authority than other bosses * These are considered to be the most powerful brims bosses 


• Commission members 


•Joseph 3onnanno Family 
Philip Raslelli— boss 

Vito Genovese Family 

Frank "Funzi" Tieri— boss 
Philip Lombardo— underboss 

Thomas Luchese Family 
Anthony Corallo— boss 

'Joseph Columbo Family 

John "Sonny" Franzese— boss 
Carmine Persico— underboss 
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